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TO THE KEADER, 


EE valuable AUTHoR, whoſe 

Name is precious to many, unto 
this very Day, always preach'd and 
wrote with the utmoſt Plainneſs. 

This little Treatiſe is peculiarly brief, 
clear, full, and pertinent, The Rules 
are admirably ſuited to inſtruct Chri- 
ſlians in following that neceſſary Ad- 
dice of our Saviour : Take heed now 
you hear; and may, by the Divine 
Bleſſing, be of great Service, Net for- 
getting another Branch of our Lord's 
Advice, Take heed wn Ar you hear. 
Hear only ſuch Preaching as tends to 
humble the Creature, exalt the Savibur, 
and promote Holineſs : and tear only ſuch 
Preachers as appear to be exemplary in 
their Conduct, ſerious in their Spirits, 


and faithful in their Work, 
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Rules for hearing the Word 
of GOD, with certain 


7 aving Benefit. 


BEFORE you Hear. 
Irection I. Pray for a Bleſſing. 
Aſk and you ſhall receive it. 


D Sincere hearty Prayer is {till a f 
Prevailer; and then e when it is for | 
Gifts that be %. But by not aſking a 
Bling, you deſerve a Curſe : becauſe 
you do virtually tell God, either that 
you need not his Spirit, or that you de- 
fire nat the ſaving Efficacy of his 
Word. Neglect of Prayer will ruin 


the %% Hearer ; holy Uſe of it will 
fave the wor Hearer. 


U Direct. II. Uſe Forecaſt qgainſt Di- 
” flraflions in Hearing. Wrath, and 
| A 2 Luſt, 
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Luſt, and finful Paſſions will take 


away your Heart at Sermons; but a 
conſtant cordial Watch and Fight 
againſt them, will deſtroy thoſe De- 
jitroyers. God will let no Soul be de- 
voured by them, that is diligent to 
keep from them: Though on the 
other hand, Souls that do little to pre- 
vent them, ſhall be plagued with them. 
Divine Grace will not encourage your 
ſinful Negligence: No, but the Temp- 
tations which overtake you ww/fully, 
thall overcome you fully. Believe 
fad Experience, others and your own, 


Direct. III. Value the Word, and the 
Preaching of it, and thank God for 
them both, Honour them for God's 
take, and God will honour ard bleſs 
you for his S's fake, and for his Pro- 
a1ſe take: God is fo free of his Bleſſing 
on both, that he lets no Man who 
highly prizeth it, go without it. You 
may highly prize Gold and Silver, and 
go without them: but the r:cher Trea- 
ſure of the Goſpel is certainly your 
own, if you can but ſupremely value 3 
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If you do deſpiſe it, blame vourſelves 
that you are not enriched by it. God 
will not throw his ineAimable Peer} 
unto ungratcful Swine: Swine that 
will not give io much as Thanks for 
the Pearl of greateſt Price. 


Direct. IV. Acquaint yourſelves well 
with the Ends and Uſes of the IWord. 
Read Bcoks, and alk Miniſters, and 
know «s well as they, to what Pur- 
potes God ſendeth his Oracles: The 
tour comprechentive Ends are, to com 
dince of Sin, to convert unto Jeſus 
Chriſt, to 2 2 in Grace, to rect 
and c mfert i in Obedience: Underſtand 
theſe, and muſe much on them. Come 
to Sermons for theſe, and you ſhall 
not go from Sermons without them: 
But God hath not Pleaſure in Focls: 
and if you come to hear for you know 
not what, it's no marvel if you come 
away Fools as you went. 


Direct. V. Never forget God's Pro- 
miſe of Bleſſing an dutiful Hearing. He 
cannot lie; and he has fold you, Hear. 
3 and 
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and ycur Souls ſhall live. Keep you that 
Promiſe of his as the Apple of your 


ive, It will do your Heart good to 


think, God hath not left himſelf at 
Liberty to bleſs or not bes your Hear- 
ing: No, but that his Frxrr Grace is 
allo BoUN D Grace; bound by Mord 
and Oath. This will give you hely 
Bens to which God always g giveth 
ha; y Welcome. But the want of this 
in your Mind, will keep it ſull of 
curjedand malignant Doubts and Fears. 
Without a Miracle of Grace it will 
hold you fearfzl, and hold you wbe- 
liccing; that is, periſhing. 


Direct. VI. Honeuraoly uſe your Ad- 
vcates. All the Week long are the 
Son cf God, as he in whom alone you 
can ever have Acceptance with God: 
and honour the Holy eit of God, by 
whom alone you can ever have effec- 
tual 4/z//ance to any Good, No Man 
ever thus honoured the Son and Spirit, 
and went without the full Bleſſing of 
the Word. Without our Interceſſor in 
Heaven, and our Interceſſor in our 

Hearts, 
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Hearts, we can pro/itably do nothing 
but ve. th them we may do every thing 
froſperciſly « Therefore be Scrmons 
2257 here ſo loſt, becauſe this De- 
pendance on Chriſt and on his Spirit 
are ſcarce any where found. O that 
this Word might be well weighed ! 


O 


Direct. VII. Cionclude 22 it, the 


Ward will be the Saveur of Life or 
Death unto you. It will care you, or 
further &4i// yon; and give Life to Lif: 
or Death to Neath. Give yourſe Jves 
ti1is freparatory ver ms! before you 
come to hear 2710. 1 lingere Sermons 
feften or harden Hearers Souls; they 
never leave you (in degrees of Good or 
Evil) as they find you. Such Forc- 
thoughts are ordinary Antecedents, and 
direct Cauſes of no ſmall Good, 


y_ — — —„— 


I IN Hearing the 44 ord. 


Ducdion I. Approve Plainneſs and 


Power, Not only excuſe and en- 


dure, but approve and prefer them, You 
A 4 like 
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like beſt the Phyſician that Heals beſt; 
and the Counſellor at Law that 20% 
brings you to Peace and quiet Poſſoſſiun 
of your Inheritance; tho' neither of 
them do compliment you at all, but 
reprove you much, and chaſtiſe your 
miſchievous Folly with needful Seve- 
rity. Be as wile for your Souls as for 
vour Bodies and Eſtates. God heals the 
ſick Souls that prefer and ufe his own 
preſcribed plain Medicines: But nice 
2nd peeviſh Ones, that loath his Man- 
va, and mult have Qzazls; that diſguſt 
his ſharp Word, and muſt be treated 
with Mens cet Fords; ſuch muſt 
die in their Pride and Folly, Where 
Preachers be but Maſciaus, Churches 
be but Golgotha's. 


Direct. II. Receive the faithful Mi- 
niſeers Words as God's xn: for fo 
they are; they are God's Words cri- 

inally; his Sermons as well as his 
Text, is all of it ſo. They are God's 
Words materially, as to the Matter 
and Senſe of them. They are God's 
Words to you inſitutidely; by God's 
Com- 


the Word of God, 9 


Command they be ſpoken unto you. 
They are God's Words given advan- 
tagroufly; Words of God, by the 
Kindneſs of God, delivered with 
more Advantage for your Minds and 
Hearts than in the Holy Scripture 
barely read : Words of God, with a 
Comment of his Apporintinent : Words 
of God, to which he hath made a 
ſpecial Promiſe of higheſt Bleſſing: 
for Foith (eminently) comes by hearing 
taeſe Words: He that heareth you, 
heareth me, faith Chriſt to the Preach- 
ers that he ſent. Receive every Goſpel- 
Sermon as by Chriſt, preached, and 
doubt not but it ſhall be by Chriſt 
bleſs'd : But if you take the Vords as 
well as the Breath of a Sermon, for 
ours, the Miſtake will be a deadly 


Loſs of yours. 
Direct. III. Mix abundance of Prayer 


with your Hearing. Souls are Spirits, 
their Motions are ſwifter than the 
Sun's; they can, and they cght to do 
two Things at once: Ejaculation helps 


Attention, and not hinders it : Bread 
A 5 and 


10 Rules for hearing 


and Salt muſt be in every Meal, and 
ſhort warm Prayer in every Duty, Let 
your Hearts cry out at every Truth 
delivered, O Lord, fix this Truth on 
my Scul! At every Precept and Pro- 
miſe, Good Gerd, help me to obey this 
Command, and to rely on this Promije ! 
At every Reprogf, Glorious Spirit, con- 
ence and bumble me for this Sin, and 
lead me to Chrift for Pardon, &c. Such 
#raving Hearcrs never loſe their La- 
cis. But wo to them, who tho' at 
Sermon-time they be not deaf Adaers, 
yet they be dumb Dogs, whole Hearts 
do not to this Purpoſe ſpeak, while 
their Ears hear. I do not well hearken 
to the Ambaſſador, when I pray not 
much to the King. 


Direct. IV. Apply to your own Souls 
chat the Preacher faith to all. To 
know fer cne's goed, the Hebrews call 
to know for one's jelf: And do not all 
the World ſo do? Miniſters be Nurſes, 
Sermons be Breaſts, God's Word is 
AT1}, Hearers be the Children, and 
right Hearing is their ſucking the Milk 

into 


e 
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into each one's own Soul. What ano- 
ther /ucks and applies, will not nourrfh 
thee. Say thou then of every Doc- 
tine, This 1s my Leſſon, I will learn 
11 Of every Command, Is is my 
Duty, I will do it : Of every P- omiſe, 

This is my Encouragement, end J will 
make Meat and Drink of it; my Soul 


ſhall rely and feed hereon. W. ho ever 


miſſed of Life by the Word of Life, 
that ſo took it to themſelves? Who 
did ever thus /zci, and not grow by 
the Goſpel's Milk? Blefied are they 
that thus nonopolige a Sermon: While, 
to be ſure, all are farved that do not 
thus feed, whatever Dainties are ſet 
before them. And they are the moſt 
miſerable of all the Damned, who ſtarvg 
themſelves where they might have 


feaſted. 


Direct. V. Expreſs your Reverence of 
(rod in a Sermon, unto all the Congrega- 
tion. God is ſpecially preſent in Hea- 
ven, and at a Sermon: Do you believe 
it? Then ſhow that Faith of yours: 
Shew it to your God, and to your 

Con- 
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Conſcience, by holy Thoughts and holy 
Afe&tions : Yea, and ſhew it to all the 
Church by your well-compoſed Counte- 
nances, and becoming Geſtures, Your 
Bzdtes are God's as well as your Souls: 
If you do not glorify him wth both, 
you glorify him with neither. God 
lays no hard Impofitions on Aged, 
Sickly, Mead Bodies: But he requires 
others to give him reverent Poſtures. 
Heads unneceſſarily covered in Hear- 
ing, are /nfully covered, and ſcanda- 
Eufly. Gadding Eyes are impudent 
Publiſhers of profane rambling Hearts , 
and of thoſe Fools, whereof one makes 
many. Put off your Shoes, and keep 
them off while you are on holy 
Ground: That is, be reverent in Soul 
aud Body. So honour God before all 
the People, and then he ſhall make it 
ſeen before all the People, how he 
honoureth and bleſſeth you. Irreve- 
rence at a Sermon, is a publick Call to 
God for Damnation: A conſtructive 
bidding God to damn you, where 
Hundreds may be W:zneſjes to it; and, 
without God's great Grace be poiſoned 


by 


N 
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by it. [There are who ſay, that all 
Diſſenters are irreverent in Worſhip : 
See you that they ſlander us not with 


a Matter of Truth. ] 


Direct. VI. Honour the Preacher as 
a Man of God, and no more. God 
{tiles a Miniſter by that Name; and 
God's Names be the molt proper and 
inſtructive. A Miniſter is ht a Man; 
do not therefore adore him as a God. 
Let him be fo thy Miniſter, that Chriſt 
may {till be thy only ſupreme Shepherd 
and Biſhop. He is tut a Man; ex- 
pect therefore and bear with his I- 
mities, and pray God for his Aff/tances 
to him. He is but a Man; therefore 
pin not thy Faith on his Sleeve, but 
exerciſe thy own Senſe, and beg the 
Guidance of God's S Spirit. Yet 
nevertheleſs, he is a Man of God, re- 


member: If not, do not hear him : 


If fo, conſider while thou art hearing, 
he is one that hath received the Holy 
Ghoſt ; he is one that Chriſt bath quali- 


fied and commiſſicned, under himſelf, 


to be a Saviour of thee, and of all that 
hear 
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hear him. Wherefore do not deſpiſe 


him, as not adore him. Thou ſhalt 
profit by him, if thou heareſt him as 
he is, an Embaſſader of Ged, a Meſ- 


Jenger of Chriſt, an Overſeer made by 
the "Holy Ghoſt. But wo is thine, if 


thou ſolloweſt him either as a Gd, or 
as a common Man. The Goſpel pro- 
nounceth no Bleſſing upon the Ser- 
ſtiticus, or upon the Prefane. 


Direct. VII. Proet to retain as 
much as may be of chat ycu hear. All 
along your Hearing, deſign and do 
what you can for remembring. Say 
over to yourſelves the Dofrime many 
times, and, if you can, repeat to 
yourſelves all the Heads of the Diſ- 
courſe: But lay fait hold of the mam 
Drift of every Sermon. However 
Nature, Sickneſs or Age may have in- 
curably wounded your Mem orite, God 
is gracious, . remember, He will ac- 
cept an unfeigned Gocd-acill for the 
very Deed. His Spirit ſhall be 4 
never-failing Remembrancer, to ſuch 
as againſt their Mills, and againſt their 


Eu- 


the Word of God. I 5 


Endeavours, be forgetful, He will 
not call them forgetful Hearers, that 
{train and ſtrive, and do their belt to 
be fenacicus ones. But he will fo call, 
and will curſe thoſe, who /ike not and 
liſt not to retain his Word, as well as 
to receive it. Hearers fo ww:/fully dull, 
mult look to remain among the Dead. 
As they are /hothful, they are wicked 
Servants. And let them expect Chrilt's 
forctold Word, Deport ye Curſed. 
Heaven is no Hive for Drones, Igno- 
rance is a Curſe; and if it be your 
Choice, it will as ſurely be your De- 
ſtruction as your Option. 


AFTER Hearing God's Word. 


Y Ireftion I. Take the moſt earneſt 
heed that you do not let fliþ what 

you have received. Your Memories be 
the great Servants of your Faith, Hope 
and Obedience; and they are but in- 
perfectly ſanfified: they be too much 
like the Grates that let go clean Mater, 
and hold filthy Mud. If you take /i7tle 


Pains 


* 
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Pains about them, you will have but 
ferry Service from them. The beſt 
Ground will never hold the good Seed, 
if no Care be had to drive off the 
Fouls that will be coming and catch- 
ing it away, and if Labour be not be- 
ſtow'd to harrow it in. This Labour 
for the Merd is Labour in the Lord; 
and it ſhail not be in vain. Thus do, 
you ſhall ſurely proſper, and do well. 
But if this be too much in your Con- 
ceits; if you are /ame, and will not 
uſe Crutches ; if you cannot otherwiſe 
remember, and you will not alt with 
yourſelves and Families of a Sermon; 
nor go forth unto a Repetition; nor 
of the holy Spirit to be your Remem- 
brancer ; you mult take to your Ser- 
row, what you get by your S The 
Devil cannot rob you of a Sermon 
againſt your Will : and God will not 
keep a Sermon in your Mind without 


your Will. 


Direct. II. Let your Thanks be re- 
turned after every Sermon heard. 


Thanks and Praiſc are God's dearly 
be- 


the Word of God. 17 
beloved ; the Fnd of all his Works; of 


vour Beings, your Redemption, your 
CGofpel-Calls, all Crdinances and Pro— 
Vidences, It is Hell where no Praiſe 
and Thanks are; and it is Haven 
here there is 79:b:ng beides. Nothing 
delighteth God ſo much as theſe; and 
for nothing on this Earth doth God 
expect theſe, more than for his GSD 
preached, When it is ſaid, e giveth 
brs Word, tis preſently added, Praiſe 
ye the Lord. And this Praiſe we are 
told, all pleaſe the Lord better than 
an Ox er Bullock, than any external 
Sacrifice. If Unprefitableneſs by the 
Word do not drive away Thankfulne/s, 
Thankfulneſs for the Word ſhall be ſure 
to drive away Unprofitableneſs, Let 

our Thanks be more than verbal, 
your Profit ſhall be rea/: It ſhall ap- 
ear to all Men. But as long as you 
hear unthankfully, you muſt be and 


appear unbely. Ingratitude doth, of 


any Sin to be named, turn Honey into 
Gall, and Phyſick into Poiſon, It is 


the ſame Thing, to call a Man un- 
thankful, 


— _— 
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thankful, and to ſay he is a Samaritan, 
and hath a Devil. 


Direct. III. Lament your Sins in hoo = 
%, end go ac? Faith on Chrift fer your 
Pardon. Abundance of Drojs is in all 
our Gold. Iniquity abounds in our {cy 
fue. The holiett of them all need a 
thor, land Pard —_ and deſerve our de- 
69 Blufl es. And let us not flatter out- 
ſelves; Rf beer and Believing be not 
Thinzs ind\ffcrent, or Acts of mere Chri- 
lian Liberty, but ind: *{penfable Duty. 
They muſt” 20 before the Seal of our 
Pardon, in our Conſcience or in Heaven. 
And believe it, God 1s incenſed with 
Sin, wwhoever it be that ſinneth, and in 
whatcver., He delighteth to be 2, 
but he hateth to be /cd, As ever you 
would profit by a Sermon, follow it 
with the Tears of Repentance, and with 
the Prayers of Faith. Then will God 
give you Profit, with Meaſure preſſed 
down and running over. If you are too 
proud for this; in God's Name I tell 
you, that Pride of yours ſhall have a 
ſhameful Fall. The beſt Thing roud, 


18 
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is worſe than the worſt that 1s tr uly 
huzible. 


Direct. IV. Examine with bumble Di- 
lige ce, what iu bearing appeared to you 
05 OE jul. Suſpect your co Under= 

ſtan Jings more than your Miniſter's, 
But lean not πν on your own, or 2d6- 
latroufly on his. If Error be in his Do- 
&rine, it turns to Poiſon in thy Seu/. 
Wherelore do not fiealloww what thou 
doit / 0 fecit. The molt noble Hearers 
try all Doctrine by the holy Scriptures. 
Good Children afk their Parents Ad- 
vice; wiſe Women ofk their Huſbands; 
the Wiſe of all Sends go aſk their Mini- 
ſters, and intreat them to clear up by 
God's Written Werd the Truth of their 
preached Mord. Thus do; and who- 
ever be barren Hearcrs, you ſhall be 
fruitful ones. God never tails to teach 
Souls ſo careful to imbibe nothing but 
Truth. O happy Church where, "Mal. 
11.7. is wiſely and duly obſ. rved! where 
Mm/lers Lips preſerve Knowledge, and 
People ſeek it at their Mouths. But it is 
no more than is to be expected, if ſtu- 

pid 
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pid Drones and contentious Cavillers, 
live Idiots, and die without ſawing 
iLVi:jd;m. God's Curſe reſts on the 


Idle, and he reſiſteth the Proud. 


Direct. V. Prove your State and Con- 
dition by every Gefpel-Sermon, You can- 
not try I e, Things whereof you 

an never be ſufficiently certain: I mean 
ſo much certain, but that you will ſtill 
need to be more certain, You are true 
Believers and alive to God, or Unvelie- 
vers mid dend in din and Miſery. You 
are ſlrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt, 
or Babes x in the ſame. It is a ſor- 
ry Sermon by which no Help is given 
you, to forn! a Judgment of yourſelves 
touching theſe Things, God's Ble//ing 
upon your conſcienticus Care to make ule 
of the Help, you need not to diſtruſt, 
His C:pmand on you to prove your- 
ſelves, is not without a Promiſe of Bleſ- 
ſing made to it, He ever enricheth 
thoſe Hearers, who uſe Sermons as 
Scales to weigh, and Touchſtones to try 
their Souls, But as for the Preſump- 


tucus, who dream themſelves to be as 
good 
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good as they need to be; and the De- 
ſpairing, who conclude that they ſhall 
remedileſly abide as bad as they are, 
and therefore never put the Word of 
God ſo cloſe unto them; What Hope 
of theſe! God will condemn thoſe by 
his Word, who will not ;udge them- 
ſelves by it. If you will not make it 
a Light unto you, he will make it 
Fire to you. 


— © — 


Direct. VI. Carry on your Knowledge, 
Memory, and every good Purpeſe, unto 
Practice. Chriſtian Divinity is an Art 
of doing more than knowing God's Will, 
remembring it, and temporarily purpyſing | 
to do it: It teacheth Iv ing unto God. ll 
Word and Sacraments, yca Faith and | 
Repentance, all are for Obedience. | 
God gave his Son, and ſent down his | | 
Spirit, to get him a People zcalous of 
good Works as well 55 Words, Much 
Fruit it is (and not your fair Leaves) 5 
that glorifieth God. And it is the i 
Hearer, rich in good Works, that God | 
will g/orify : The Hearer, to whoſe | 
Feet the Word is a Light, to walk by 


it ; 


8 . * 
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it; as well as a Light to his Head, to 
talk by it. I have Warrant from our 
Saviour to tell you; If you hear his 
Word, and ſo keep it, you ſhall have 
greater Honour than the Virgin Mary 
had in being his Mother. And do 
you but ſtill o the Word of his that 
you #15Ww, you ſhall never fail to be 
made know theW ord that he would have 
you to 40. Uſe well your Hands and 
Feet, and he will make every Sermon 
a Royal Salve to your Eyes. But from 
him that practiſeth not what he knows, 
from him ſhall be taken the Light that 
he hath: To him is promiſed no more 
Light; unto him is threatned the dark- 
eſt Fire, Luke xxviii. 29. Heathen Mo- 
raliſis hold no Man to be ſo very bad, 
as he who ads Evil, and no more than 
talks of Good. Chriſtian ones mult 
needs pronounce them the worſt Mon- 
ſters, that ſpeak as with c/aven 7 7040s, 
and yet, as Negroes, are no where 
white but in the Mcuth. 


Dire&. VII. Teach your Relations 
what God teacheth you at Sermons, God 
will 
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will never /crfeif his Name of Lowe; 
nor fail to reward Charity, and ſpecial- 
ly Soul-Charity, It is the Devil's Pro- 
verb, The free ſhall not be fat. God's 
Proverb is, The liberal Soul ſhall be made 
fat, and he that waters others ſhall be 
watered, God will hide nothing from 
an Abraham, tor this very Reaton, be- 
cauſe he will inſtruct all his Family 
with it. Go you now and inſtruct 
yours; ſo ſhall you be taught of God 
as you have never been in paſt Days : 
Drop Divine Truths on them, and 
God ſhall make Sermons ra! down 
rich Showers on you. But vain are 
your idle Moans, while you are un- 
charitable to your Relations, If I 
know the Mind of God, Ee coil lar 
you if you will not feed them. God is a 
great Lover of Children; and our Chil- 
dren are his more than ours, Nor can 
you eaſily incenſe God more, than by 
neglect of theſe his Children. 1 wonder 
not that many hear and under/iand not; 
becauſe what they underſtand, they ke ach 
not. You may be ever learning, but 
you ſhall never come lo the ſaving 
Knows 
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24 Rules for hearing, &c. 
Knowledge of the Truth, until you 


make Conicience of communicatin 
the Truth you know. Thus yen, | 
and God will ſend, Teach others, and 
God ſhall teach you; comfort them, 
and God ſhall increaſe and multiply 


Comfort to you, 


When theſe Rules ſhall be obſerv- 
ed, Miniſters ſhall be joyful (both) 
Fathers and Nurſes: the Bed of 
Chri/t ſhall be green in our Aſſemblies. 
It ſhall be no more querulouſlly ſaid, 
that our Sermons have miſcarrying 
Wombs and dry Breaſts, Joy ſhall be 
made in Heaven, and in the mid/t of 
| us, Fear ſhall come on every Soul of 
our Scorners. We ſhall praiſe God as 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and have 
Favour with all the People. The 
Word of God ſhall /% run and be glo- 
rified ; and God, even our own God, ; 
ſhall jo bleſs us. Amen. 
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